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THE MINOR TABLET INSCRIPTIONS OF THE JEWS OF CHINA. 


ee the inscriptions in the Chinese language which the 

Jews of China set up in their temple at Kai-fung-fu, there are 
others in Hebrew that are deserving of notice, not, however, from 
a textual point of view, but from a philosophical. The small 
Hebrew inscriptions given below are taken from the Shang-hai 
pamphlet of the year 1851. The minor Chinese inscriptions, also 


discovered in 1850, are given here only in their respective transla- 
tions, as the text is of no interest to scholars. It is mainly the 
religious and philosophic thought inherent in these small tablets 
that engages our attention. 


TRANSLATIONS OF HEBREW INSCRIPTIONS. 


No. 1. This inscription was erected above the emperor’s tablet. 
It is the old ‘*Shema” of the Talmudists: ‘*‘ Hear O Jsrael, the 
Lord our God ts one Lord: blessed be the name of His glorious king- 
dom forever and ever.” 


No. 2. ‘* Lneffable is His name, for Jehovah is the God of Gods.” 
Here we meet with two peculiarities. The first word ‘* Bzki” has 
been rendered ‘‘ ineffable” by scholars for want of a better render- 
ing of what is not clearly understood. Personally I do not know 
what the word means: it is not pure Hebrew—it may be an error 
of the énscriber or of the transcriber. Notice also the occurrence of 
‘¢ Aleph” twice in the last word. 


No. 3. This is again the ‘‘Shema,” so dear to the ears of the 
Jews in all ages and every clime. But this is characterized by the 
appearance over the inscription itself, of two Cabalistic symbols, 
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the one on the right being ‘** Shemesh,” that on the left **Xamon”— 
they are the Cabalistic names of guardian spirits, and show that the 
Chinese Jews were in constant contact with the western world, and 
were to some extent under Cabalistic influence. This inscription 
was set up on a tablet at one side of the sacred cell where the 
Torah was kept in the temple at Kai-fung-fu. I have already 
pointed out elsewhere that the temple of Kai-fung-fu had its ‘*Holy 
of Holies,” where the roll of the Law was jealously guarded. 


No. 4. (lines 1st and 2d.) ‘* Who ts this that is above all out- 
goings? Even Jehovah, Jehovah the Most High.” 

(Lines 3d and 4th). ‘* Zhe sacredincense which the elders offer up 
only on the feast of weeks, on the second day of the month Sivan.” 

In this inscription it is supposed that the first four words, the 
eighth, and the dast two characters of the /ast word are Persian. It 
is well-known that the Jews of China kept up intercourse with the 
Persian Jews for many centuries; so much so that some scholars 
actually believed the Jews of China to be of Persian origin. But 
the occurrence of Persian influence among them can be accounted 
for only by the traffic that was sustained between China and the 
West, by which many additions to the Jewish colony were made 
aiter the time of Mahomet. 

I have shown that there was a very active trade sustained in the 


East in extreme antiquity, and that there is no reason to be surprised 
at the discovery of an ancient colony of Jews in the ‘ flowery 
kingdom.” It was the perpetuation of this ancient trade that 
brought Persian and Mahometan caravans thither, invigorated by 
the spread of Mahometanism throughout the East. 


TRANSLATIONS OF THE CHINESE INSCRIPTIONS. 
I 
(Inscribed by the Jew Shin- Tseuen, of Hwa-ting.) 

‘*Our first ancestor received his religion from heaven, and 
honored heaven alone, which feeling we carry out to the venerat- 
ing of our forefathers.” 

‘* The Living One prohibited killing and forbade murder, to 
show his regard for human life.” 

2 
(Inscribed by the Jew Chaw Yang-tow.) 

‘* 71's decrees ‘may be called clear and bright,’ and so, while 
the silver candlesticks give forth their splendor we look up, as of 
we saw the glory of His august Presence.” * 


*The words ‘‘ may be called clear and bright” are from the Book of Odes. 
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3 
(Inscribed by the Jew Chaw Yang-tow.) 
‘* The divine blessing is fragrant and pure, and so, while the 
red sandal-wood send up its fumes, we adore as if we felt the 
adorning of Hts excellent Majesty.” 


4 
‘‘ Before the wide Empyreal we burn the fragrant incense 
without the slightest reference to name or form.” 


5 } 
‘ Tracing our religion up to the western world, we resist our 
evil desires and alone maintain truth and purity.” 


6 
‘* His Presence ts not impeded by visible form, His absence does 
not imply an empty void: for Eternal Reason ts unbounded by 
the limits of existence and non-existence.” 


7 
(Inscription by the Jew Gae She-tth.) 

‘‘ Worship consists in honoring Heaven, and righteousness in 
imitating ancestors. But the human mind must have been in 
being before either worship or righteousness could have been prac- 
ticed.”” 

8 
Inscribed by the Jew Shin-Tseuen, of Hwa-tung.* Dated 
1688, 4th year of emperor Kang-hi.) 
‘* To the Lord of the religion of truth and purity.” 


9 
(Inscribed by Wang- Yuen, assistant deputy Intendant of 
Kai-fung-fu, on a fortunate day in the 14th year of 
Shunche.) (1657.) 


‘* This religion ts tn accordance with Heaven.” 


10 
(By Koo-han-fuh, of Keaou-ching,f in Shan-se, last year 
of Shunche.) 
‘* In obedience to heaven, proclaiming reformation.” 


*Lat. 30° Lat. 35° 

Long. 12° 53/ or perhaps ag 35/ 
tLat. 37° 36/ 

Long. 112° 
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II 
(By Seth-Sih prefect of Kai-fung-fu, 14th year of Shin-che, 
1567.) 
‘* Venerate Heaven and pray for the country ” 
12 
(Inscription inside the Great hall of the temple.) 
‘* The most Holy Place.” 
13 
‘** Hall of the most excellent religion.” 
14 
‘** Hall of the Bright Mirror.” 
15 
‘* The divine writings are 53 in number. These we recite in 
our mouths and meditate upon in our minds, praying the impe- 
rial domain may be established. The sacred letters are 27 in all: 
these we teach in our families, and display in our dwellings, 
hoping that the interests of the country may continually prosper.” 
16 
‘* From the time of Nyu-wo, when the beauteous creation sprang 
into existence, up to the present time, western India has had men 


of natural talent who have enquired into the Great Original that 
produced Heaven, earth and man.” 


17 
‘* From the time of Abraham, when our religion was first es- 
tablished, and ever afterward, the ‘central land’ has diffused 
instruction and obtained the knowledge of the whole system prop- 
agated by Confucius, Buddha and Lao-tsz." 


18* 
‘* May the emperors of the great Ts'hing (Tartar) + dynasty 


reign for myriads and myriads of years, with ten thousand 
myrtads of years.” 


19 
‘Tf you acknowledge Heaven, earth, prince, parent, and teacher, 
you will not be far from the correct road to reason and virtue. If 
you cultivate the duties of benevolence, righteousness, propriety, 
wisdom and truth, you have just hit upon the first principles of 
sages and philosphers.” 


*This tablet was the Zmperor’s Tadlet, in the centre of the Temple Hall, back of 
the altar of Incense. 


+ i. e. The Present Dynasty. 
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20 
(By Chaou Tso-met, literary graduate.) 


‘When, looking up, you contemplate the all-creating Heaven, 
dare you withhold your reverence and awe?” 


‘* When, looking down, you worship the ever-living Lord, you 
ought to maintain purity of Body and mind.” 
21 
(Inscription over front door of the temple.) 
‘* Temple of truth and purity.” 


22 
(Inscription over inner door of temple.) 


(Erected in 9th year of A’hang-hi, 1670. Inscribed by 
Chaou Chaou-tow, literary graduate, and magis- 
trate of £-Zeang,* in Yunnan). 
‘* Venerate* Heaven.” 
33 
(Erected by Gae Ching-Kung, 2d year of Kea-k’hing, 1797, 
on a fortunate day.) 


‘* Happiness.” 
(Erected in the 15th year of Shun-che, 1658.) 


‘* The intelligent mind penetrating to that which ts‘ profound} 
and distant.’” 
35 
‘* Reverently coniply with Heaven.” } 


My readers will see that these inscriptions contain much that is 
of interest. There is evidently in them, as in the larger ones a 
confusion of Jewish with Chinese thought and religious worship. 
The Chinese inscription No. 6 is unique, savoring much of the 
philosophy of Herbert Spencer, in the identity of existence and 
non-existence, while breathing a pure conception of deity in the 
non-recognition of any such attribute as visibility of form, while 
seeing no void on this account. The tablets also tell us how faith- 
ful were the Jews to the reigning emperors, setting up tablets to 


*Lat. 24° 58/ } 
Long. 114° 13‘ 

+t“ Profound and Distant.” (See Book of Odes). 

{This is taken from the Shu-Xing, but, as the Shanghai pamphlet says, it there 


has reference to the Heavenly Bodies, and I am inclined to think it has a like refer- 
ence here: i. €., compliance with the order and regu/arity of the planetary motions. 
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their honor, and burning incense before them. The Jews seem to 
have adopted many of the tenets and practices of all three of the 
religions of China, Buddhism, Confucianism and Taoism. Con- 
fucianism is evidenced in the special attention paid to the cult of 
ancestor worship (see No. 7), Buddhism in the more than Biblical 
abhorrence of shedding blood (see No. 1), and Taoism in inscrip- 
tion No. 6 where Eternal Reason,’ a peculiar term among the 
Taoists occurs, as it does also in the larger inscriptions already 
published in Brsxia. 

The inscriptions also show that the Jews were widely scattered 
throughout China, even as far south as the province of Yunnan. 
(see No. 22.) They show us the Jews holding responsible gov- 
ernment offices in various places, and reveal to us the fact that the 
Jews were permitted to compete with the native scholars for the 
highest literary honors (see inscriptions Nos. 9-20-22). Why 
these particular inscriptions were placed in the temple at Kai-fung- 
fu we do not fully know, but it was probably an imitation of the 
Chinese habit, although such a practice characterizes no special 
nationality or religion. The inscriptions tell us of the thought 
and aspirations—the moral condition—the doctrines of the colony 
of Jews in China, in their loneliness, in their exile from the land of 


their fathers. 
A. KinGsLey GLOVER. 


EXPLORATIONS AT THEBES. 


por the past fourteen months I have been living at Thebes, 

copying certain of the private tombs there and making a 
thorough exploration of the necropolis, with somewhat surprising 
results. From time to time, ever since Pococke first explored the 
ancient capital of the country, Egyptologists have been busy there; 
and many European scholars, such as Champollion, Rosellini, Wil- 
kinson, Lepsius, Ebers, and Brugsch Pasha, have chosen the 
necropolis as their centre of investigations on the western side. Yet 
it is astonishing to find how little really systematic work has been 
done, and how little is known of perhaps the most interesting and 
instructive part of Thebes—its private tombs. 

During my explorations there I have catalogued and classified 
nearly 200 inscribed tombs, of which perhaps only eighty were pre- 
viously recorded. In no case, I should mention, have I opened out 
a new tomb—the above number merely represents those accessible 
to the public at the beginning of 1895. Many of the previously 
unrecorded tombs contain scenes and inscriptions of great interest ; 
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and it would seem that the reason why they have until new escaped 
notice is they are for the most part inhabited, and have been for 
years, by the fe//ahin and antiquity dealers of Gourneh. The na- 
tives have, as a rule, a great objection to their houses being inspect- 
ed by Europeans, especially the inner apartments, which are 
generally occupied by the /arvim, and since a government permit has 
to be obtained for digging for antiquities, another reason has arisen 
for their dislike to be visited by Europeans. Not being allowed 
to dig in the open, they tunnel in at the back of the tombs which 
they inhabit, till they come upon others untouched. I have myself 
crawled along many tunnels thus formed (one for a distance of at 
least 200 yards) connecting several tombs now rifled. Doubtless 
there are many others that have escaped my notice. Living as I 
did during the late spring and early summer of last year in the vil- 
lage of Gourneh, Mrs. Newberry and myself did our best to culti- 
vate the acquaintance of the natives, inviting them to visit us, and 
then, of course, returning their calls, with the result that, after a 
time, we became so friendly that even the ‘‘ inner chambers” of the 
tombs in which they resided were thrown open to us. 

Among our finds I may perhaps be allowed to note here a few of 
the most interesting, confining myself to those of the period of the 
XVIIIth Dynasty. 

Of the early period of that Dynasty may be noted the tomb of a 
steward of Amenhetep I., others of important personages of the 
reign of Queen Hatshepsut, including that of one of her vezirs, and 
another of the engineer employed by her to superintend the cutting 
of the two great obelisks at Karnak. 

Of the reign of Thothmes III,we have the tombs of: (1) a Prince 
of Thebes; (2) the king’s chief steward ; (3) a superintendent of his 
storehouse; (4) his privy seal, and (5 and 6) that officer’s wakils ; 
(7) a superintendent of the countries of the north; (8) an unre- 
corded vezir of this reign; and (9) the king’s chief herald and 
scribe of the soldiers. 

Of the succeeding reigns of this great dynasty I may note the 
tombs of: (1) a Prince of Thebes; (2) a superintendent of the 
garden of the Temple of Amen, (3) a ‘‘ cabinet” minister, and (4) 
a chief of the police under Amenhetep II.; (5) a privy seal, (6) 
vesir, and (7) Prince of the Fayum under Thothmes IV. ; and (8) 
a steward of the king in Thebes under Amenhetep III. 

During my stay at Thebes I also made a complete copy of the 
great tomb of Rekhmara, a task which occupied some six months’ 
hard work on ladders and by candle light. This I hope to publish 
next winter or spring. 
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In the early spring of last year I checked all the published in- 
scriptions of Assiut, made plans, &c., of the tombs, and copied the 
scenes and inscriptions in three hitherto unpublished tombs there. 
One of the latter is important, as it enables me to connect the 
Heracleopolite family of princes with that of the Hepzefas of the 
XIIth Dynasty. 

Percy E. NEWBERRY. 





EXCAVATIONS IN BABYLONIA AND ASSYRIA. 


i Bene Biblical World for July contains an article by Prof. Robert 

F. Harper, on the excavations in Babylonia and Assyria. 
After referring to the early excavations of Rich and Layard, Prof. 
Harper describes the succeeding explorations beginning with that of 
Holmuzd Rassam (1852-4), during which the North Palace of 
Asurbanipal was discovered and laid bare. In this was found the 
celebrated ‘library of Asurbanipal,” containing thousands of clay 
tablets inscribed on both sides. 

About the same time with Rassam (1851-5), Victor Place, the 
French Consul at Mosul,took up the work of excavating at Khorsabad 
which had been begun by Botta. While this work was going on 
in Assyria, Loftus in 1849, Fresnel and Oppert in 1852, and Taylor 
in 1852 began excavations in Babylonia. In 1853-4, Loftus and 
Taylor visited and afterwards described the ruins of Warka, Sen- 
kerah, Ur, etc. The French expedition was badly managed, but it 
must be acknowledged that almost all that we know of the topogra- 
phy of Babylonia dates from this expedition. The boat contain- 
ing the results of the excavation was wrecked in the Tigris on May 
23, 1855, and hence the inscriptions never reached Paris. Accounts 
of both these expeditions have been given by Oppert and Loftus 
respectively. With these expeditions what may be called the first 
period of Assyro-Babylonian excavations comes to an end. 

Before going to the second period, mention must be made of the 
work of Rawlinson on the famous Behistun inscription. This in- 
scription consists of about 400 lines, and it was carved by order of 
Darius Hystaspes, on a steep mountain—about 1700 feet high— 
called Behistun (near Kermanschah). The English officer not only 
espied this inscription for the first time (between the years 1835 and 
1837), but he also made the first translation, having worked at in- 
tervals on this inscription from 1835-46, when he brought his man- 
uscript, containing the copy of the Babylonian text, to London. 
After the close of the first period, no excavations were made for 
about twenty years. During thistime Layard published his ‘‘In- 
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scription in the Cuneiform Character from Assyrian. Monuments,” 
and the first three volumes of the ‘*‘ Cuneiform Inscriptions from 
Western Asia” have appeared, edited by Rawlinson with the help 
of Norris and George Smith. 

In 1872, George Smith had the good fortune to discover some 
tablets containing the Chaldean account of the Deluge. The results 
of his find were laid bare before the Society of Biblical Archeology 
on Dec. 3, 1872. In consequence of the wide interest taken at 
the time in these discoveries, the proprietors of the Daily Telegraph 
newspaper came forward and offered to advance a sum of one thous- 
and guineas for fresh researches at Nineveh. In January, 1873, 
with George Smith, the Second Period of Excavations began. Be- 
tween 1873 and 1876 Smith made three expeditions, from the last of 
which he never returned,dying on his homeward journey at Aleppo, 
Aug. 19, 1876, of a fever contracted at Baghdad. Smith’s chief 
work was to make a more thorough examination of the palaces in 
Konjunjik, and especially the Northwest palace discovered by 
Rassam. Rassam continued the work begun by Smith,and between 
1877 and 1881 made three expeditions. The chief results of the 
first was the uncovering of another palace of Asurnasirpal at Nim- 
rud, and the finding of the Bronze Gates of Shalmanesar II. In 
the same year he visited the palaces of Sennacherib and Asurbani- 
pal at Konjunjik, and brought back with him about 1400 tablets and 
the large ten-column cylinder of Asurbanipal, known as the Rm. 
In his second expedition, he directed his attention to Babylon. Be- 
sides the so-called Egibi tablets, contracts, etc., he brought back 
with him this time inscriptions of Nebuchadrezzar, Nabonidus and 
Cyrus. During the last trip the most important discovery was the 
Temple of the Sun at Abu-Habba (Sippara). 

From 1877, while Rassam was also at work, the French Consul 
at Bassorah, Ernest de Sarzec, had been excavating at Telloh 
(Shirpurla, Lagash). The finds are for the most part non Semitic. 
They are now inthe Louvre. De Sarzec has been excavating at 
Telloh at intervals during the last nineteen years. 

The first American expedition to Babylonia was the Catherine 
Wolfe, under the direction of Dr. William Hayes Ward, of the /n- 
dependent (1884). The purpose of this party was to explore and to 
describe sites rather than to excavate. 

In 1884-5, M. Dieulafoy made excavations under the direction of 
the French Government at Susa. The results obtained are at pres- 
ent in the Louvre. 

In 1888 and 1889, Messrs. Human, Luschan and Winter, con- 
ducted excavations at a Hittite mound known as Zinjirli, in the 
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Antioch plain, at the base of the Amanus Mountains, about 50 
miles west of Aintab. 

The British Museum has been purchasing tablets in the East and 
excavating during the last ten years under the direction of Dr. E. 
A. W. Budge, keeper of the Department of Egyptian and Assyrian 
Antiquities. 

The last expediton to Babylon was that of the Babylonian Ex- 
ploration Fund, under the University of Pennsylvania (1888, still 
in progress). 

The most important finds made by the native Arabs are those of 
Tel-el-Amarna, in 1887. 


THE ISRAELITES IN EGYPT. 


HE theory which saw in Merenptah the Pharaoh of the exodus 
has received a confirmation. Ever since the hieroglyphics 
on the monuments began to be deciphered, hopes have been cher- | 
ished that some traces would be found of the connection of the 
history of Egypt and Israel at that time. Last winter Prof.Flinders 
Petrie made a discovery, the importance of which, to Biblical 
students, can hardly be overestimated. He undertook—with the 
permission of M. de Morgan, the Director of the Department of 
Antiquities, and the cordial co-operation of the Franco-Egyptian 
Administration of Antiquities—to excavate an important district at 
Thebes, containing most.of the royal funerary temples. The more 
immediate results are thus given by Prof. Petrie: 

‘* Three months of excavation in this ground brought to light the 
sites of four royal temples hitherto quite unknown—those of Amen- 
hotep II., Tahutmes IV., Tausert and Saptah, dating from about 
1450 to 1150 B. c. Another temple was identified as belonging to 
Merenptah, and two others already known—of Uazmes and Ram- 
eses the great—were fully explored and fresh results obtained. 
With six of these temples we are not here concerned; but that of 
Merenptah contains the historic prize of the-year.” 

The temple disinterred by Prof. Petrie lies a little to the south of 
the ‘* Ramseseum,” or temple of Ramses IV. It has long been 
supposed that it was erected by Amenophis III., of the eighteenth 
dynasty. But Prof. Petrie’s labors have shown that this supposi- 
tion is a mistake, due to the fact that Merenptah dismantled the 
temple of Amenophis III., and used the stones he brought from it 
in building his own sanctuary. Among these stones was a large 
slab or stela of granite more than ten feet in length, upon which 
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Amenophis had given a history of his architectural labors. It is 
the largest stela of igneous rock known, and was polished like glass 
on its exquisite flat faces. The amount of inscription on it is 
almost without precedent. One side alone contains nearly twice as 
much as the erroneous stela of sandstone still lying in the temple of 
Amenhotep, as both sides together contain about 6000 signs. The 
condition of it is perfect, not a single sign is defaced or injured ; the 
scenes are complete, the faces of the figures are fresh as when cut, 
and the painting on the scenes of Merenptah is as bright as if laid 
on yesterday. Merenptah built the stela into the wall of his temple, 
with its inscribed side turned inwards, as upon the uninscribed side 
of it he engraved a new inscription of his own. This consisted of 
a hymn of triumph composed by some court poet, as celebrating 
the overthrow of the Libyans, who had invaded or overrun Egypt 
in the fifth year of the king’s reign. The matter of chief interest 
is found in the closing portion: 

‘¢For the sun of Egypt has wrought this change; he was bornas 
the fated means of revenging it, the king Merenptah. Chiefs 
bend down, saying, ‘ Peace to thee;’ not one of the nine bows 
raises his head. Vanquished are the Tahennu (North Africans) ; 
the Khita (Hittites) are quieted; ravaged is Pa-Kanana (Kanum) 
with all violence; taken is Askadni (Askelon?); seized is Kazmel : 
Yenu (Yanoh) of the Syrians is made as though it had never exist- 
ed ; the people of Yisraal is spoiled, it hath no seed; Syria has become 
as widows of the land of Egypt; all lands together are in peace. 
Every one that was a marauder hath been subdued by the king 
Merenptah, who gives life like the sun every day.” 

The entire inscription makes 1,400 words in the translation. The 
stela is now in the Gizeh Museum, as excellent photographs of the 
inscriptions upon it have been taken by Brugsch-Bey. The transla- 
tion of it published by Prof. Petrie in the Contemporary Review will 
have to be corrected in several points, as the first copy of the text 
was made by Prof. Petrie and Dr. Spiegelberg under unfavorable 
conditions. 

Prof. Sayce writing upon the subject says: ‘*‘ Now there are two 
facts which strike us in reading the text. The first is that the 
name of the Israelite alone is without the determination of ‘land or 
city.’ Either, therefore, the Israelites were a wandering tribe, 
moving from district to district, and consequently without any fixed 
habitation, or else they were settled in the land of Egypt itself. 
There is no other alternative. The second fact is the striking par- 
allelism between the language used of them by the Egyptian poet, 
and what we read in Exodus i: 20-22. Here, too, we are told that 
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the Pharaoh ordered his people to ‘ deal wisely’ with the children 
of Israel ‘lest they multiply,’ that the midwives were commanded 
to kill all the male children, and that when this order was evaded 
the king ‘ charged all his people, saying, every son that is born ye 
shall cast into the river.’ The parellelism between the two narra- 
tives could scarcely be closer. 

‘* So far as we can see at present, therefore, there appears to be 
a direct allusion in the words of the Egyptian poet to the events 
which took place just before the exodus.” 

Prof. Sayce also says that the theory of the exodus ‘‘ was sup- 
ported by the witness of Manetho, the Egyptian historian, who has 
left us the Egyptian legend of the expulsion of the Israelites out of 
Egypt. The Egyptian legend ascribes the event to Merenptah’s 
reign, though the story is largely mixed with fable. Moreover, 
the rash dogmatizing of ‘ criticism,’ so-called, has received another 
check. It has been said that the name of ‘ Israelite’ was unknown 
to the age to which the exodus is assigned, and that the Israelites 
themselves were never in Egypt. But once more the monuments 
have risen up to confute the skepticism of the nineteenth century.” 





SOME RECENT VIEWS OF THE CREATION AND THE DELUGE. 


. attempts, more or less amusing or instructive, have re- 

cently been made to explain the two great events that stand in 
the forefront of human history, as given us in the book of Genesis. 
Herr Stentzel, in his Zhe Creation, the Deluge and God, holds that 
sometime in the beginnings of the world a great flood came, from 
which, in course of time, the world re-emerged; that this latter 
phenomenon is the creation referred to in the book of Genesis, with 
which we are familiar. It followed, rather than preceded the flood. 
At this juncture a great comet appeared with two tails, and the 
memory of this phenomenon survived, especially in the worship of 
mankind. To this phenomenon he traces the origin of conceptions 
as varied as these: Tiamat, the dragon of the Babylonian myths; 
Dagon, the fish god; the plural form in elohim, cherubim; 
Vishnu, the form of a fish, etc. Humanity found in this comet its 
first god, and later ages personified it in these forms. The author 
has even gone so far as to identify this comet with that of the year 
A. D. 1807, and dates it B. Cc. 3332. 
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Schwartz, in his Zhe Deluge and the Wanderings of the Peoples, 
makes the flood a purely natural occurrence, and finds references to 
it in the Yu Xing, a sacred book of China. The desert of Gobi 
in western China, was in primitive times a great inland sea, bound- 
ed on the west by a great mountain chain. A tremendous earth- 
quake broke down this mountain wall,and the mass of water poured 
down through the gap upon the valleys west and southwest, as far 
as the Black Sea, destroying millions of inhabitants, causing great 
migrations of peoples, occasioning changes of climate, and involv- 
ing the partial glaciation of western Asia and Europe. The 
Chinese chronology would make this come in 2207 B. c. 

Far more important than these startling hypotheses is the study of 
the whole subject which has been made by Gunkel in his Creation 
and Chaos. Here, many myths, legends, historical recollections 
among all the ancient Semitic peoples have been traced forward and 
backward,—backward to their origin, and forward to their latest 
forms, such as it is claimed appear in the twelfth chapter of Reve- 
lation. The fundamental thesis is that these go back to certain 
Babylonian creation-myths, especially the legend of the victory of 
Marduk over Tiamat, and that as such they entered the religious 
tradition of Israel and profoundly influenced its whole course. In 
its form in the book of Genesis, this myth has been made the vehicle 
of the loftiest religious ideas. In later periods it came to have an 
eschatological bearing, and as such is found in the prophets as a 
picture of the coming judgment. It runs down through the 
apocalyptic literature, and reappears finally in the twelfth chapter 
of Revelation. The striking thing about this book is that it repre- 
sents a conservative criticism along with a very bold hypothesis, not 
altogether satisfactorily proved, respecting the presence of these 
representations and the use made of them in Hebrew literature. 

Last of all may be mentioned Sir William Dawson’s sober and 
conservative endeavor to prove the reality of the deluge and its 
divine character, as recorded in the early chapters of Genesis. It 
is in a little tract called Zhe Historical Deluge, published by the 
Revell Company, at twenty-five cents. The learned and devout 
author argues for the primitive and contemporaneous character of 
the tradition contained in Genesis. He asserts the universality of 
the deluge and brings geology to prove his case. Finally he insists 
that the use made of the fact of the deluge in the New Testament 
is deeply significant to men of to-day. The discussion is enlighten- 
ing but not convincing.— Biblical World. 
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BEFORE THE STATUE OF CHEPHREN. 


(GIZEH MUSEUM.) 


How many months did, unrewarded, ring 
The chisels on this adamantine stone, 
Before the grey-green diorite would own 
The right of man from out its heart to bring 
Such royal form, the hawk with outstretched wing, 
The rush and lily, linked upon the throne, 
Before, between the lion-heads was known 
The Lord whom men saluted, God and King! 


There Chephren sits, and there shall sit for aye, 
With wide contemptuous unregardful eyes 
That saw the people’s pain, and were unmoved. 
That watched the great tomb-monument he loved 
Grow like a mountain on the western skies, 
And knew that death could never end his day. 
H. D. RAWNSLEY. 


PALESTINE EXPLORATION FUND. 


” my last communication I told of the death of the faithful and 
skillful foreman of the excavating party at Jerusalem. Dr. 


Bliss was thus deprived of the services of a very important assis- 
tant. It is now to be said that both Dr. Bliss and Mr. Dickie were 
recently assaulted at night when returning to their tents, by two 
drunken ruffians. Mr. Dickie, the accomplished draughtsman, 
whose drawings make the Sfa¢ements so interesting, suffered a brok- 
en arm and a slight stab. Dr. Bliss seems to have escaped wounds. 
Both assailants were in prison at last accounts, and the English and 
American consuls were taking active measures to secure their proper 
punishment. There can be no doubt that the authorities will pro- 
ceed justly in the matter. I shall report more fully when informed. 

At the recent International Sunday School Convention in Boston, 
a neat little dissected map of Palestine was given away to all in 
attendance. It is cut into the portions assigned to the tribes, and is 
packed in a neat box. No doubt thousands of them found their 
way into homes and will be used with pleasure by the children. I 
trust that it is not improper to say that the lines between the tribal 
divisions are more erroneous than any that appear on any map pre- 
viously known to me. Thus the attractiveness of the map makes it 
more harmful. For instance, the western border of Judah is said 
in Joshua xv: 12 to be the seacoast, but in this map, Judah does 
not touch the coast at any point. On the other hand Simeon is here 
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placed along the coast, but it did not touch it. Dan and Benjamin 
are here much distorted. Is it not a great pity that there should be 
carelessness in such matters? Should not the Sunday School work 
go on intelligently, beginning right and ending right? Should not 
the International Convention have a standard of accuracy as well as 
of energy, and so see to it that the children are not misled? Let me 
add, before leaving the subject, that I know of some excellent work 
being done in this respect by the lesson quarterlies. 

In the July issue of Birr.1A, an anonymous writer speaks of the 
Pool of Siloam as only jpartially identified and gives,as his reason for 
doubt, the fact that the intermittent flow of water is also found 
in the Fountain of the Virgin. This writer seems to overlook the 
fact that the Pool of Bethesda is distinctly declared to have had the 
same peculiarity, and he seems not to understand that all the public 
cisterns were originally of the same character. Each pool was a 
link of a chain. When a higher pool was full or nearly so, the 
conduit cut through the rock to the next pool received the overflow- 
ing water and bore it into the bottom of the pool next below. The 
water would come bubbling up in the lower pool, causing a move- 
ment in it and a marked rise of its level. If it rose sufficiently, ‘its 
surplus water would run into the next lower pool, and soon. The 
Pool of Siloam seems to have been the last of the series on the 
easterly side, and its overflow is understood to have watered the 
gardens in the King’s Dale, the Kedron valley between this Pool 
and the village of Siloam. It should be added that the work al- 
ready done in connection with this Pool, and fully recorded in the 
great Jerusalem volume and its plates, is such that no further work 
by Dr. Bliss seems to be called for. While there are still several 
questions open as locations in the city, I know of none in regard to 
the pools mentioned in the Scriptures. The clearing up of the site 
of Bethesda seems to have completed our work in this respect. 

From an advanced sheet I am able to give the list of contents 
of the July Statement. It will be seen by a perusal of the following 
table that vital subjects are treated of, including the new question 
as to the Exodus: 


Notes and News. 
Ninth report of the Excavations at Jerusalem. By F. J. Bliss, 
Ph. D. 
Reports from Herr Baurath von Schick : 
1. Veronica’s House. 
2. Herod’s House. 
3. Mosque in the Street, ‘* Suweikat Allun.” 
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4. Church of Mar Jirias of the Greeks. 

5. The Coptic Mar Jirias Church. 

6. Some Old Remains—Abraham’s Convent, &c. 
Chisel-Drafted Stones at Jerusalem. By John Bellows, Esq. 
Construction of the Tabernacle. By the Rev. W. H. B. Proby, 

M. A. 
Seal from Hebron. By Lieut.-Colonel Conder, R.E., D.C.L. 
A Greek Inscription from the Grand Mosque at Damascus. By 
E. W. G. Masterman, F.R.C.S. 


The Site of the Temple. By Lieut.-Colonel C. M. Watson, C. 
M.G., R.E. 


The Onomasticon. By Lieut.-Colonel Conder, R.E., D.C.L. 
The Date of the Exodus: 
I. By Captain A. E. Haynes, R.E. 
II. By Lieut.-Colonel Conder, R.E., D.C.L. 
Notes on the April ‘‘ Quarterly Statement : 
I. By Lieut.-Colonel Conder, R.E., D.C.L. 
II. By M. Clermont-Ganneau. 
III. By the Rev. W. F. Birch, M. A. 
IV. By the Rev. George St. Clair, F.G.S. 
Results of Meteorological Observations taken at Jerusalem and 
Tiberias in the year 1892. By James Glaisher, F.R.S. 
A New Treatise on the Geology of the Holy Land and the Dead 
Sea. By Edward Hull, LL.D., F.R.S., F.G.S. 


It is hard to see how any reader of Brsia can refrain from send- 
ing in a subscription and getting this volume of deeply interesting 
matter, fully illustrated as usual by drawings and charts. 

Information and all publications obtainable of 

THEODORE F. WricGurt, 
42 Quincy Street, Cambridge, Mass. U. S. Secretary. 


THE EGYPT EXPLORATION FUND. 


—— JOHN FOWLER, President, writes to me an official letter, 

dated June 27th. ‘*The committee fully agree with you that 
in any re-organization of the American Branch, the approval of 
American subscribers is essential.” In a letter to me he remarks: 
‘*T hope this official letter will be satisfactory to you, but I desire 
personally and strongly to assure you that we are all perfectly unan- 
imous in desiring that the composition of the American Committee 
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and the position of yourself, should be such as will meet the views 
of all friends in America.” 

Sir E. Maunde Thompson, head of the British Museum, Chair- 
man of the Committee, writes to me (June 26th): ‘‘If there has 
been any mistake in our conception of the wishes of subcribers in 
America, we must try and put things right.” Mr. Grueber writes 
(June 24th): **I hope you will exercise patience and that all will 
in the end be satisfactorily arranged.” 

I have replied to the Committee that I am of the opinion that we 


shall gladly await the purpose of the Committee ‘‘to mature a sat- 
isfactory scheme.” 


The return of Dr. Petrie to the Fund is a matter of rejoicing. I 
am gratified to think that my suggestions and intimations have been 
of service in leading to so fortunate an event in our history. 

Ws. C. Winslow. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO THE EGYPT EXPLORATION FUND AND ITS 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY FUND. 
To the Editor of Biblia: 


The following subscriptions to the Egypt Exploration Fund, 


from June 20th to July 2oth are gratefully acknowledged : 


Mrs. Mary Newbury Adams. . $ 2.00 Elmer E, Harris 
Mrs. H. P. Baldwin 5.00 Alfred Higbie 
Wm, Ballantyne & Sons. . . 41.11 Mrs. J. M. W. Jones 
Bangor Theological Seminary . Adolph L, King 
Rev. Horace F. Barnes. . , 
Mrs, T. Beasley , Walter C, Larned 
Rev. Willis J. Beecher. . . . 5. Bryan Lathrop 
JOHN BENTLEY ‘ H. Shumway Lee. . . 
Edward M. Brewer . Henry M. Lovering 
Mrs, Alice Clement Chaney. . 5. Hon. Franklin MacVeagh. . 
D. S. Chatfield , Miss Leila R. Martin. ... 

R. P. McGough 

, Rev, D.L. Miller, D.D... . 

REV. D. STUART DODGE. 25, John S. Newbold. ..... 
Geo. H. Eager ; MISS LAURA NORCROSS. 25.00 
Rev. John L, Ewell, D.D.. . 5. Rev. R. W. Norman, D.D., 
Rev. Wm. P. Fisher r D.C. L. 
Rev. J. N. Fradenburgh, D.D., Mrs. Walter L. Peck... . 

Rev. J. P. Peters, D.D., etc.. 5.00 
Miss M. A. Gage ’ Henry Phipps, Jr... ...- 20,00 
Mrs. S. E. Grass F Edward V. Raynolds . . . . 10.00 
Francis Hall , THOMAS A. RICH... . 25.00 
E. G. Hanrick ‘ Mrs. T.G. Richardson. . .. 6.00 
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H. S. Robinson y Mrs. W. G. Swan 

Rev. Wm. Ross ‘ MRS. WILLIAM THAW. . 

Carlos W. Shane ‘ Julius W. Tiemann 

Mrs, G. Howland Shaw. . . I5. Trinity Theological School, Tokyo 5.00 
WILLIAM S. SPAULDING. 25. JOHN R. WALSH 

MRS. THOS. E. STILLMAN, 25.00 


From June 20th to July 2oth, I have received very thankfully 
these subscriptions to the Archzological Survey Fund: 


Rey. Willis J. Beecher. . . .$ 5.00 Rev. William P. Fisher. . . . $ 5.00 
John Bentley ‘ Rev. J. N. Fradenburgh, D.D., 
Edward M. Brewer J 

Mrs, Alice C. Chaney... . 5. MRS. J.CAMPBELL HARRIS 25. 00 
D. S. Chatfield . William C. King, 

Mrs. Sarah B. Cone d Julius W.Tiemann 


Orders for the new edition of Pithom should be addressed to this 
and not the London office. Price $5.00. Publication depends on 
the number of orders obtained. 

The fiscal year for us closed on July 15th. There have been 688 
subscriptions to the Fund, equalling $6,047.23; and 163 subscrip- 
tions to the Survey Fund, amounting to $1,155. Total: 851 sub- 
scriptions, or $7,202.23. Thirteen hundred pounds have been sent 
to England. Most hearty thanks to one and all. 

Wix.iiam C. WINsLow, 

July 20, 1896. Honorary Secretary. 


Office of Egypt Exploration Fund, 15 Blagden St., Boston. 


BOOK REVIEWS. 


Lovers THREE THOUSAND YEARS AGo, By Rev. T. A. Goopwin. 


The ‘*Shir Hash Shirim, or Song of Songs,” is not a religious 
poem, but a very lovely song of innocent love. It is a masterpiece 
of Hebrew poetry,yet one would never suspect this from reading the 
King James version. The Revised Version shows its poetic struc- 
ture, with the dialogue and refrain. It is the only book in the 
sacred writings which consists wholly of poetry and conversation. 
Through all ages this exquisite poem has been allowed to sleep, its 
meaning misunderstood, and commentators haye let loose their 
vague fancies upon it. No book of the Bible has been as inaccessi- 


ble to the ordinary reader, none so walled about, written over, or 
hidden by tradition. 
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In this little book by Mr. Goodwin, he has endeavored to restore 
the text to the form which made the poem a treasure with the 
ancient Hebrews, and which, when thus read, ‘will make it as 
dear to every true lover to-day as it was when first read or recited 
three thousand years ago.” He considers that the assumption that 
Solomon was the author of the song has very little to sustain it.- It 
is quite as likely to be the product of some man or woman a 
hundred years or more later than Solomon’s time, ‘* and more likely 
to be that of a woman than of a man, judging from the tender 
pathos of many portions of the poem which very few men could 
exhibit.” Mr. Goodwin’s analysis of the poem is very interesting 
and he has presented it in a form which will allow it to be read in 
its real character. 

(Chicago: The Open Court Publishing Co., 12mo., pp. 41. 
Price 15 cents). 


ARCHAEOLOGICAL NOTES. 


At a recent meeting of the Académie des Inscriptions, M. Théo- 
dore Reinach read a paper on the Law of Elis, inscribed on bronze, 
which was found at Olympia. Contrary to the opinion of its Ger- 
man editors, he interprets it as an enactment against the practice of 


human sacrifice, imposing a heavy pecuniary penalty not only upon 
the guilty individual, but also upon his country and clan. As the 
inscription dates from about 600 B. c., it would thus attest the long 
persistence of this savage custom among the Greeks. 


Mr. J. J. Tylor has now ready for issue the second part of his 
great work, reproducing the wall drawings and monuments of El 
Kab, in Upper Egypt. The former volume dealt with the tomb 
chamber of Paheri; the present one will deal with the tomb of Seb- 
sknekht, in the style of the old Empire, and possibly of the Hyksos 
period. It will be illustrated with eleven colored plates, and with 
a plan and architectural details by Mr. Somers Clarke. The edition 
is limited to one hundred copies. 


In the July Expository Times, Canon Driver criticizes the fresh 
light Prof. Sayce claims to have thrown upon Melchizedek. Canon 
Driver points out that the translation of Ebed-Tob’s letter, on which 
he relies, is exceedingly questionable, and that the chasm of 900 
years—according to his own chronology—which separates that letter 
from Melchizedek renders its evidence ineffectual. 
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Professor Dr. Herman V. Hilprecht, who is engaged in writing 
the catalogue of the Babylonian Section of the Imperial Ottoman 
Museum in Constantinople, reorganized by him in 1893 and 1894, 
announces the discovery of a new Sumerian King of ancient Baby- 
lonyia, Eng’egal (‘* Lord of Abundance”). Thisruler styled him- 
self ‘* King of Shirpurla” (represented to-day by the ruins of Tello, 
excavated by the French under de Sarzec), and lived at the close of 
the fifth pre-Christian millennium. 


Dr. Edward Glaser is preparing for his fifth journey to Arabia. 
There he will continue his search for ancient Minean, Sabean and 
Catabanian inscriptions, of which he obtained over two thousand 
on his previous journeys. 


At a recent meeting of the Académie des Inscriptions, M. Solo- 
mon Reinach read a paper upon ** The Mycenaean and the Illyrian 
Helmet.” He sought to prove that the helmet of Homeric times 
was a wicker frame, covered with leather and ornamented with 
nails and great discs of metal. The helmet thus restored is identi- 
cal with one discovered in Carniola, and now in the Vienna 
Museum. Other striking resemblances between the antiquities of 
Illyria and those of Mycenaean and Homeric age justify a belief that 
the civilization of Mycenae was preserved—at least in part—on the 
coast of the Adriatic after it had disappeared in Greece proper 
about 1000 B. c. 


Prof. Max Miiller is now passing through the press a new book 
in two volumes,to be called Contributions to the Science of Mythology. 
It will not, however, be published before the end of the year. 


A valuable map of the present environs of Jerusalem is published 
by Baron Schick in the last number of the German Palestine Socie- 
ty’s Journal. It is based on the ordnance survey of Captain C.W. 
Wilson, and represents the suburbs of that city precisely as they 
were in the fall of 1895. The same number contains a full list of 
the Palestine literature of 1894,prepared by Dr. Benzinger ; a dissent 
by Socin from Anderlind’s previously published opinion that Solo- 
mon’s horses were imported from Spain; and an interesting set of 
plans, charts, and maps of Palestine, prepared by travelers from 
the seventh to the sixteenth centuries. 
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Mr. Jacques de Morgan, director-general of the antiquities of 
Egypt, left Cairo on April 18, on an exploring expedition of the 
Sinai peninsula. This part of the khedive’s territory has not yet 
been visited by any of the directors of the service, and its scientific 
survey is much needed. This country has been the natural road of 
all the Asiatics in their invasions of the Nile Valley. It is known 
also that as early as forty centuries before our era the Pharaohs 
Zosiri and Snefrou sent military expeditions there, and that they 
drew from the Sinai mines many precious materials, such as cop- 
per, lapis lazuli, andturquoise. The presence there of stone im- 
plements isalso mentioned. Interesting facts relating to the earliest 
days of Egypt will surely be found in that district. 


The second part, recently issued, of Prof. H. V. Hilprecht’s 
volume on the explorations of the University of Pennsylvania, at 
Niffer, opens a far earlier vista into the history of the East. The 
inscriptions published by him which antedate the time of the Baby- 
lonian Sargon, carry us back, in his view, to a period from 4,000 
to 5,000 8. c. It is probable that the Semitic conquest of Palestine 
began more than 4,000 years B. c., and was continued in the long 
rule and religious and literary influence of Babylonia. The earli- 
est inhabitants of Palestine were of non-Semitic stock, doubtless 
shepherds, who were subdued by a Semitic type represented by the 
Canaanites, but probably not the more northern Amorites of the 
mountains. Among the Canaanite Semites came the Semites of 
Babylonia, with their higher civilization, their organized armies, 
and their system of writing. 


The fourth volume has made its appearance of the beautiful col- 
lection of Assyrian and Babylonian texts, arranged under the edi- 
torship of Prof. Schrader. This important publication has the 
great merit of being issued with extreme correctness, which is all 
the more noticeable in a work on Assyriology. This volume con- 
tains judicial texts, contracts and commercial documents, etc. It is 
the work of Dr. Peiser. The documents here reproduced and 
translated extend, in date, from the first beginnings of Babylon 
(the 2d Dynasty of Ur, the rst Dynasty of Babylon, etc.) to the 
time of the Seleucider and Arsacider. To facilitate fruitful research 
of the highest interest amid this rich granary of texts, there is a very 
full index. 
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The second part of the Zhe Babylonian Expedition of the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania, edited by H.V. Hilprecht, will shortly appear. 
The plan followed in this volume is similar to that adopted in the 
first, which was published in 1893. The book will contain thirty- 
five lithographed plates of cuneiform texts, and fifteen photographic 
plates, while in an introduction Prof. Hilprecht continues his dis- 
cussion of the early pre-Semitic dynasty of Babylonia. The preface 
includes a short account of the active work of the expedition in 
Babylonia during the years 1888-89, 1889-90 and 1893-96. 


Messrs. Lemcke & Buechner (B. Westermann & Co.) have ready 
a tiew volume of the ‘* Porta Linguarum Orientalum,” which will 
prove a very useful volume to Bible students. It is a new gram- 
mar of the Biblical Aramaic dialect preserved in the Book of David 
and Ezra, which has just been completed by Prof. Marti. The ma- 
terial seems to be well arranged and clearly disposed; the glossary 
is accompanied by a number of serviceable notes, partly contributed 
by Professors Andreas, Bevan and Zimmern, and at the foot of the 
Biblical texts at the end of the volume constant references are given 
to the paragraph of the preceding grammar, and to various read- 
ings of the best manuscripts. 


The July number of the Scottish Review contains an article on 
‘* The Worship of Serapis,” by Mr. F. Legge, in which he seeks 
to identify the Ptolemaic deity of that name with the Babylonian 
Merodach. 


Says Prof. Petrie: ‘‘ If we are ever to understand history, in the 
Bible or out of it, the pick is our instrument and the ruin-mounds 
are our material: second, that it is by the exhaustive clearance of 
small sites which can be readily examined that we shall soonest 
reach our results, and leave the less to be destroyed by the ceaseless 
plundering that is always going on.” 


The first part of the second volume of Prof. Maspero’s ‘‘Ancient 
History of the People of the Classical East,” has recently come from 
the press. It is entitled ‘‘The first Chaldean Empire and the 
Hyksos in Egypt.” ‘The first volume dealt with the ‘‘origins” 
(Egypt and Chaldea). The second volume will be devoted to the 
‘*first intermixture of peoples.” : 
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87 GREAT RUSSELL STREET, LONDON, W. C., AND 15 BLAGDEN STREET, Boston, Mass., 


U.S.A. 


THE EGYPT EXPLORATION FUND. 


This Society, founded in 1883 by Amelia B. Edwards, LL. D., R. Stuart Poole 
LL. D., and Sir Erasmus Wilson, F. R. 8. (who was its first President), was estab- 
lished for the purpose of promoting historical investigation in Egypt by means of 
systematically conducted explorations; particular attention being given to sites 
which may be expected to throw light upon obscure questions of history and topo- 
graphy, such as those connected with the mysterious ‘‘ Hyksos” Period, the district 
of the Hebrew Sojourn, the route of the Exodus, and the early sources of Greek art. 
The work is conducted on the principle of careful examination of all details, and the 
preservation of objects discovered. These objects are of supreme value and interest, 
inasmuch as they illustrate the international influences of Egyptian, Greek, Assyrian, 
and Syrian styles; afford reliable data for the history of comparative art; reveal 
ancient technical processes; and yield invaluable examples of art in metal, stone and 
pottery. The metrological results are also of the highest importance, some thous- 
ands of weights having already been found. 

Explorers have been sent out every season; two, and sometimes three, conducting 
excavations in different parts of Egypt. Each year has been fruitful in discoveries. 
Much has been done towards the restoration of the’ancient topography of Lower 
Egypt. The sites of famous cities have been identified; the Biblical Pithom-Succoth, 
the city of Goshen, the Greek Naukratis, and Daphne (identical with the Biblical 
Tahpanhes), have been discovered; statues and inscriptions, papyri, and beautiful 
objects in bronze and other metals, as well as in porcelain and glass, have been found; 
new and unexpected light (not less momentous, or likely to produce less effect on con- 
temporary criticism, than the discoveries of Dr. Schliemann in Greece and Asia) has 
been cast upon the ancient history of the Hebrews; the early stages of the Route of 
the Exodus have been defined, and its direction determined; several most important 
chapters in the history of Greek art and Greek epigraphy have been recovered from 
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the ruins of Naukratis, Daphne, and Bubastis, and other sites; Ahnas, the Hanes of 
Isaiah, has yielded interesting monuments; Tell Basta, the Pi-Beseth of the Bible and 
Bubastis of the Greeks, has afforded ruins of peculiar significance and grandeur, 
inscribed with texts of absorbing value; and the recent excavation of the ruins of 
the temple built by Queen Hatasu, at Deir-el-Bahari (Thebes), mark a distinct and 
brilliant epoch in the history of exploration in to Valley of the Nile, 


THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF EGYPT. 


The Archeological Survey of Egypt, for which a special fund is provided, is of 
ncomparable importance in many ways, and, in view of the wholesale and irrepar- 
able destruction of sculptures by Arabs, tourists and dealers in ‘‘ Antiques,” needs to 
be pushed vigorously forward. The tombs of Beni Hasan and El Bersheh have now 
been scientifically surveyed, and their scenes and texts copied with absolute accuracy 
and in fullest detail. The pictures of life, ‘‘as it was,” 2500 B. C., are historically of 
great value. 


The Archeological Institute of America, on motion of Prof. Charles Eliot Norton 
of Harvard, passed the following vote :— 


Resolved, That the Archeological Institute takes a deep interest in the Archzological Sur- 
vey of Egypt, undertaken by the Egypt Exploration Fund; and that it believes, in the words of 
the Fund, that it will be “a work welcome to all students of history, to all lovers of antiquity, 
to artists, archeologists, travelers, and the world at large;”’ and that it should receive at the 
hands of an educated public a liberal and prompt support. 


THE BOOKS PUBLISHED. 


I. The Store City of Pithom. Thirteen plates and two maps. 


II. Tanis (Zoan). Part I. Nineteen plates and plans. Account of the greatest 
of all colossi is in this volume. 


III. Naukratis. Part I. Fifty-one plates and plans, Valuable to students in 
Greek arts, and all interested in antiques, such as coins, amulets, scarabs, pottery, 
etc., and in ancient epigraphy. 


IV. Goshen. Eleven plates, maps, and plans. 


VY. Tanis (Zoan). Part II. Including Am and Tahpanhes. Sixty-three plates 
and plans. 


VI. Naukratis. Part II. Forty-tive plates. 


VII. The City of Onias and the Mound of the Jew. Twenty-seven plates 
Extra Volume. 


VIII. Bubastis, Part I. Sixty-three plates, 

IX. Two Hieroglyphic Papyri from Tanis. Fifteen plates. Eatra Volume, 
X. Festival Hall of Osorkon II, (Bubastis, Part I]). Thirty-nine plates. 
XI. Ahnas. Beautifully illustrated. 


XII. Deir el Bahari (Queen Hatasu’s Temple). Preliminary volume. Fifteen 
plates. 


Survey Volume I. The sculptures and pictures of Beni Hasan. Forty-nine plates. 
Very valuable and unique. 


Survey Voitume II. Beni Hasan, Part II. Thirty-nine plates. 


Survey Volume III, El Bersheh, Part,I. Thirty-five plates. Transport of a 
Colossus portrayed. 


Survey Volume IV. El Bersheh. Part II. 
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OTHER PUBLICATIONS. 
I Atlas, An Atlas of Ancient Egypt with eight fine maps in colors; having a 


complete index, geographical and historical notes, Biblical references, etc. 
Price, $1.00. 

II. The Season’s Work at Ahnas and Beni Hasan. 
Price, 70 cents. 
III. Archeological Report (1892-3). 


able to the historical reader and tourist. 
late Amelia B. Edwards, L. H. D., etc. 


70 cents. 
IV. Archeological Report (1893-4). 
V. Temple of Deir-el-Bahari. 


A guide to, with plan. 


Invalu- 
Seven illustrations. By the 


Seven illustrations and maps. Price, 


Price, 70 cents. 


Price, 15 cents. 


b@""The elaborate quarto volume upon a season’s exploration at any site cannot be 


published till the following year. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS AND BOOKS, 


Each donor or subscriber to the year’s Exploration of but $5 receives (1) the 
illustrated ‘‘ Archeological Report;” (2) the elaborate illustrated quarto volume of 
the season; (3) the Annual Report, with lists of patrons and subscribers, lectures, 


account of annual meeting, balance sheet, etc. 


world gives so much for so little money. 
subscribe liberally to the cause for itself. 


No other Archeological Society in the 


It is hoped, however, that all who can will 
Patrons contribute not less than $25. 


The publications of the Funp are forwarded to libraries and individuals free of 


duty and postage. 


The volumes are handsome quartos, embellished with photo- 


graphs, photogravures, phototypes, photo-lithographic plates, and sometimes with 
colored plates, especially to illustrate facial and architectural characteristics. 


S@""Back volumes can always be ordered. 


Address all inquiries, all orders for circulars or books, to the Egypt EXPLORATION 


Funp, 15 Blagden Street,Boston, Mass. 
William C. Winslow Honorary Treasurer. 


All checks to be made payable to Rev. 


Local Honorary Secretaries. 


Geo. Douglas Miller, 125 State St., Albany. 

Rev. Camden Cobern, Ph, D., 138 North 
St., Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

A. M. Switzer, 2001 Centre Ave., Bay City, 
Michigan. 

Mrs. Florence B. Sherman, The Charles- 
gate, Boston, Mass. 

Mrs. Thomas E. Stillman, 95 Joralemon 
St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Prof. J. Frederick Hopkins, Pratt Insti- 
tute, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Dr. John F. Goucher, Woman’s College 
of Baltimore, Md. 

Miss Emma C. Grafflin, 1209 Linden Ave., 
Baltimore, Maryland. 

Mrs. James B. Ames, 11 Frisbie Place, 
Cambridge, Mass. 


Pres’t James Marshall, 
Rapids, Iowa. 

Mrs. Charles L. Hutchinson, 2709 Prairie 
Ave., Chicago, Il, 

Miss Mary Eva Keys, Madison Read, E. 
Walnut Hills, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Mrs. J. H. Devereux, 882 Euclid Ave., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Rev. A. P. Putnam, D. D., Concord, Mass. 

W. K. Moorehead, D. D., State Univers- 
ity, Columbus, Ohio. 

Rev. Edward Herbruck, Ph. D., 131 S. 
Jefferson St., Dayton, Ohio. 

Clarence M. Hyde, Esq., 206 Madison 
Avenue, New York City. 

Charles Buncher, Esq., Edson, Moore & 
Co., Detroit, Michigan. 


D. D., Cedar 
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Eckley Brinton Coxe, Jr., Drifton, Pa. 

Mrs. Mary Newbury Adams, 200 West 
11th St., Dubuque, Iowa. 

Renwick B. Knox, Esq., Duluth, Minn. 

Mrs. Jennie L. Colton, College Hill, 
Easton, Pa, 

Francis Hall, Elmira, N. Y. 

Rev. W. W. Adams, D. D., Fall River, 
Mass. 

Mrs. Theodore Sterling, Gambier, Ohio. 

Rev. J. E. Kittredge, D. D., Geneseo, N. Y. 

Rev. S. D. Peet, Ph. D., Good Hope, Ill. 

Mrs. M. D. Thompson, 137 High St., 
Hartford. Conn. 

Prof. Charles C. Stearns, 126 Garden St., 
Hartford, Conn. 

Prof. Samuel Hart, D. D., Trinity Col- 
lege, Hartford, Conn. 

Pres’t Henry Morton, Ph. D., Stevens 
Institute of Technology, Hoboken, N, J. 

Mrs. Herbert Tuttle, Ithica, N. Y. 

Prof. Chas. M. Tyler, D. D., 9 East Ave., 
Ithaca, N. Y. 

Pres. Lewis A. Gorton, Agricultural Col- 
lege, Lansing, Mich. ; 

Prof. R. G. Thwaites, Ph. D., Madison, 
Wisconsin. 

Hon, Chas. H. S. Davis, M. D., Ph. D., 
Meriden, Conn. 

Mrs. George H. Christian, 404 South 8th 
St., Minneapolis, Minn. 

Rev. D. L. Miller, Mount Morris, Il. 

Mrs. Charles Henry Webb, Nantucket, 
Mass. 

Mrs. Herbert C. Tolman, Vanderbilt Uni- 
versity, Nashville, Tenn. 

Dr. J. B. Burnett, A. M., 16 Chestnut St., 
Newark, N. J. 

Prof. James M. Hoppin, D. D., New 
Haven, Conn, 

Mrs. A. L. Andrews, ‘‘ The Reef,” New- 
port, R. I. 
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Rev. Charles J. Wood, D. D., York, Pa. 

Albert Aub, 43 East 83d St., New York, 
N, Y. 

Mrs. Howard Crosby, New York, N. Y. 

Mrs. E. A. Hoffman, The Deanery, Chel- 
sea Square, New York, N. Y. 

Charles W. Sloane, Esq., 111 Broadway, 
New York, N. Y. 

Miss Sarah H. Killikelly, 308 South Hi- 
land St., Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Henry Phipps, Jr., 42 Fifth Avenue, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. 

Clarence H. Clark, Esq., Locust and 42d 
Sts., Philadelphia, Pa. 

Mrs. Theodore A, Hopkins, 17 Grove 
Place, Rochester, N. Y. 

Prof. Howard Osgood, D. D., Rochester, 
x. ¥. 

Prof. H. L. Myrick, Sing Sing, N. Y. 

Rev. Frederick W. Taylor, D. D., 312 E. 
Adams St., Springfield, Ill. 

Prof. Hiram H., Bice, Ph. D., St. Joseph, 
Mo. 

Miss Sybil Carter, 23 Central Ave., St. 
Paul, Minn, 

Prof. James R. Jewett, Ph. D., 226 Sum- 
mit Avenue, St. Paul, Minn. 

Rev. Jeremiah Zimmerman, D. D., 109 
South Ave., Syracuse, N. Y. 

S. R. Allen, Esq., 15 Toronto St., Toronto, 
Canada, 

Gen. Chas. W. Darling, Utica, N. Y. 

Miss Georgia Louise Leonard, Smithson- 
ian Institute, Washington, D. C. 

Prof. O. T. Mason, Ph. D., Smithsonian 
Institute, Washington, D. C. 

Miss Marie A. Molineux, Park St., West 
Roxbury, Mass. 

Miss Mary A. Sharpe, 25 West River St., 
Wilkesbarre, Pa. 

Mrs. Frank D. Allen, Vendome, Boston. 

Mrs.C, P. Buckman, 59 Temple St., Boston. 


SECRETARY FOR U. 5S. A. 


Miss Helen Dennison, Office of the E. E. Fund, 15 Blagden St., Boston, Mass. 


ag@-Entirely without endowment, this Society is absolutely Cependent on voluntary sub- 
scriptions or donations for its books and explorations, even for this season’s labors. All 
services for the Funp by its honorary officials are a gratuity. 
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PALESTINE EXPLORATION FUND. 


Patron. 
THE QUEEN. 


President. 


THE ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY. 


Chairman of Executive Committee. 


JAMES GLAISHER, F. R. S. 






Hon, Treasurer. Honorary Secretary. 


WALTER Morrison, Esq. WALTER BESANT, M. A. 


Assistant Secretary. 


GEORGE ARMSTRONG. 


Offices. 


24 HaNOVER SQUARE, W., LONDON. 


A Society for the accurate and systematic investigation of the Archeology, the 
Topography, the Geology and Physical Geography, the Manners and Customs of the 
Holy Land, for Biblical Illustration. 

This Society was founded on June 22d, 1865. It was established on the basis of 
the following rules: 

1, It was not to be a religious society. That is to say, it should not be pledged to 
advocate or attack any form of creed or doctrine. 

2. It was not to adopt or to defend any side in controversial matters. 

8. It was to be conducted on strictly scientific principles. 

These rules have been jealously observed. 

The best guarantee of the accuracy of the work done is found in the names and 
positions of the officers who have carried it out, and the travelers who have sent 
their observations to the committee. Among them are Col. Sir Charles Wilson. K. C. 
B., K. C. M. G., F. R. S., LL. D., R. E. (the Surveyor of Jerusalem and Sinai); Col. 
Sir Charles Warren, K. C. B., G. C. M. G., F. R. S., R. E. (who conducted the exca- 
vations of Jerusalem); Major Conder, R. E. (Surveyor of Western Palestine and of 
the east country, unfinished); Lieut.-Col. Kitchener, C. M. G., R. E. (Surveyor with 
Major Conder); the late Major Anderson, C. M.G., R. E.; Canon Tristram, F. R. S$. ; 
Dr. Selah Merrill, of Andover, Mass., and Dr. F. J. Bliss. 

Although the Society is not a religious society, strictly so-called, its work neces- 
sarily possesses unusual interest for Bible Students, and its chief supporters are 
found among ministers of all denominations, who see in the results of the explora- 
tions many confirmations of the truth of Scripture. 

In the course of its twenty-five years existence, the Society, with limited funds at 
its disposal, has done an immense amount of work, and published the results in 
books, papers, maps, plans, and photographs, primarily for the benefit of its sub- 
scribers, and also for the advantage of all students of the Sacred Scriptures. 
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Among its chief operations may be enumerated the following : 

1. EXCAVATIONS AT JERUSALEM.—These were conducted by Sir Charles Warren, 
and had very remarkable results. Jerusalem is now proved to be, to a great extent, a 
buried city, and the ancient foundations are in some places a hundred feet under- 
ground. The walls of the Temple enclosure have been examined down to the founda- 
tions, and the original masons’ marks found upon them. The contours of the rock, 
showing how the city was situated before the valleys were filled up, have been 
ascertained. In consequence of these and other discoveries, many questions of topo- 
graphy relating to the city, and all Bible references to locality, are now viewed in an 
entirely new light. 

The Excavations at Tell el Hesy having been brought to an end, the Executive 
Committee applied for and received from the Sublime Porte a new firman for carry- 
ing on excavations at Jerusalem. These were commenced in the spring of last year 
by Dr. F. J. Bliss, and have laready led to very valuable discoveries. 

An extremely interesting rockscarp was first traced for some distance along the 
supposed site of the old wall of the city, south of the present wall, and was subse- 
quently followed for over 1,000 feet. In this line of wall the remains of several 
ancient towers and a gateway have been discovered. No less than four sills of this 
ancient gateway, belonging to four different periods, were found in situ one above 
the other. Dr. Bliss writes: ‘‘I know of no more interesting example of a place 
where four distinct periods may be studied in the short perpendicular distance of 
four feet.” Full accounts of these researches will be found in the Quarterly State- 
ments of the Fund. 

2. THE RECOVERY OF THE SYNAGOGUE OF GALILEE, BY SIR CHARLES WILSON.— 
Ruins of many of these structures still stand in Glailee. They have all been planned 
and sketched, and are found to be of considerable architectural pretensions. As one 
consequence of this work, the building in which Christ taught the people could now 
be reconstructed. 

3. THE SURVEY OF WESTERN PALESTINE.—This work, occupying ten years in all, 
was carried out by Major Conder, R. E., and Lieut.-Col. Kitchener, R. E. Before it 
was undertaken, many parts of Palestine were a terra incognita—some names were 
filled in conjecturally, and 360 Scripture places remained unknown. But now we 
possess a map, on the scale of one inch to the mile, as beautifully and accurately 
executed as the Ordnance map of England. In the course of the Survey, 172 of the 
missing Biblical sites were recovered and fixed. 

4. Tue ARCHZOLOGICAL WorK OF M. CLERMONT-GANNEAU.—Among the illus- 
trations of the Bible furnished by this learned archeologist may be mentioned the 
Discovery of the Stone Zoheleth, the Inscriptions at Tell Jezer (Gezer), the Inscribed 
Stone of Herod’s Temple, the ‘‘ Vase of Bezetha,” the ancient Jewish cemeteries at 
Jerusalem and Jaffa, &c. The famous Moabite Stone, the Inscribed Stone at the Pool 
of Siloam, the Hamath Inscriptions, and the Cromlechs and Dolmens of Moab, are 
additional archeological discoveries of incomparable importance due to other 
explorers. Casts and drawings of these may be seen in the collection of the Fund. 

5. FrvE HunpreD SquarRE Mies of the country east of Jordan were surveyed by 
Major Conder, R. E., and the results published in a companion volume to the Survey 
of Western Palestine. The Trans-Jordanic District is full of interest, and abounds 
with ruins of places Biblical and Classical. Among these ruins are most wonderful 
fields of dolmens and stone circles. Major Conder has made drawings of these. 
There are also special surveys of all the most important ruins in the district surveyed. 
A map of the Survey, reduced to the scale of one-third, is added to the volume, and 
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all Major Conder’s drawings and plans, numbering more than 350, have been engraved 
The Jaulfn, ’Ajifin, and part of the Hauran, embracing a district of fifteen hundred 
square miles, have been surveyed by Herr Schumacher, and the results published. 

6. THe GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF PALESTINE, BY Proy. E. Hutt, F. R. S., is pub. 
lished in a separate volume. The geological facts brought forward throw new light 
on the route of the Exodus, and afford conclusive proof that the Cities of the Plain 
are not under the waters of the Dead Sea. The Fauna and Flora of Sinai, Petra, and 
the Wfiidy ’Arabah have been investigated by Mr. Chichester Hart, and the results 
published in a separate volume. 

7. INQUIRY INTO MANNERS AND CUSTOMS, PROVERBS, LEGENDS, TRADITIONS, &C.— 
Vivid light is often thrown upon whole classes of Scripture Texts by the accurate 
observation of the customs of the people. The Committee have made arrangements 
for conducting a scientific examination into these by means of questions drawn up 
with the assistance of the President of the Archeological Society, the Director of the 
Folk Lore Society, and others. A paper by Major Conder, R. E., on the first series of 
answers to these questions was published in the Quarterly Statement for July, 1889. 
Essays on the subject, by the Rev. Dr. Post and Mr. Bliss. a Paper on Jewish-Spanish 
Proverbs in use in the country, by Rev. J. E. Hanauer, and valuable papers on the 
Folk Lore, Religion and Customs of the Fellahin, by P. J. Baldensperger, Esq., have 
also been published. 

It cannot be too strongly urged that no time should be lost in pursuing these 
explorations, for the vandalism of the East, and the newly imported civilization of 
the West, together, are fast destroying whatever records of the past lie exposed. 
Instances of this are the Siloam Inscription, which was cut out of its place and stolen 
(though happily the fragments were subsequently recovered), the doorway of a Syna- 
gogue in Upper Galilee, and the sculptured figures at Kana. 

A course of seven Lectures on the Objects and Work of the Fund, delivered in the 
spring of 1892, by Sir Charles Wilson, Major Conder, and other distinguished scholars 
and explorers, has been published in a small volume, entitled ‘‘The City and the 
Land,” the second edition of which, with plan of Jerusalem according to Josephus, is 
now ready. 

‘« Thirty Years’ Work” is a summary account of the work of the Fund from the 
beginning. It was prepared by Walter Besant and is fully illustrated. 

1. SusscriBers of five dollars a year are entitled to receive— 

(1) Post free the ‘‘ Quarterly Statement,” which is the journal of the Society, and 
contains the reports of work done by its agents, and a record of all discoveries 
made in the Holy Land. 

(2) The maps published by the Society at a greatly reduced price. 

(3) Post free on first subscription, a copy of ‘‘ Thirty Years’ Work.” 

(4) Copies of the other books issued by the Society at reduced prices. 

2. Subscribers of $2.50 annually receive the ‘‘Quarterly Statements” free and are 
entitled to the books and maps at the reduced price. 

Subscriptions for the Palestine Exploration Fund are recorded in the Quarterly 
Statements and in Biblia. They should be sent to the undersigned, from whom 
books, casts, price lists, &c., can be obtained. Circulars giving full information sent 
on application to 


THEODORE F. WRIGHT, Pu. D., 


Honorary Secretary for the United States. 


42 Quincy Street, Cambridge, Mass. 
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THE ANCIENT EGYPTIAN 


BOOK OF THE DE 


Edited, with Introduction, by 


DR. CHAS. H. S. DAVIS. 


——_+ 0 o—__—__ 


Che Book of the Dead is the most ancient and most 
important of the religious texts which have come down to the present day, 
as regards the extent and variety of information that it affords. 


This celebrated Egyptian theological work, and the oldest book in the 
world, isa group of Hermetic books which has been called the funeral 
Ritual, or Book of the Bead, and was considered by the Egyptians as 
an inspired work, and for over 5,000 years its prayers and hymns and 
litanies were in use. Some chapters of the book declare that they were 
written by God Himself, and that they reveal His will and the divine 
mysteries to man. 


AREY? 

The Egyptian title was /\ — | **The Manifestation of 
Light,” or in other words, the Book revealing light to the soul. The 
book was destined to instruct the soul in that which would befall it after 
death, and its contents informed the reader what he would have to be 
passed through, and their efficacy secured him against the dangers feared, 
and assured to him blessings desired. 


The Book of the Dead gives us the completest account of primitive 
belief. We learn from this remarkable book that the standard of morality 
with the ancient Egyptians was very high. ‘*Not one of the Christian 
virtues,” writes Chabas, ‘‘is forgotten in the Egyptian code: piety, charity, 
gentleness, self-command in word and action, chastity, the protection of the 
weak, benevolence towards the needy, deference to superiors, respect for 
property in its minutest details,” etc. It shows that thousands of years 
before Christ the Egyptians held lofty conceptions of the Deity; that they 
believed in one God, self-existent and omnipotent: and that their moral 
ideas were of the purest and best. 


Only two translations of the entire work have been completed: one in 
English by Dr. Birch in 1867, which is every inaccurate, and now very 
scarce, and the other in French by M. Paul Pierret, in 1882. 





ii. ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Messrs. G. P. Putnam’s Sons have issued the most complete edition 
of the Book of the Dead ever published. 

The 79 plates of the Great Turin Papyrus, giving the 167 chapters 
complete, taken from Lepsius’ Das Todtenbuch der Aegypter nach dem 
Hieroglyphischen Papyrus in Turin, and the 20 plates of the Louvre Papyrus, 
taken from E. de Rougé’s Rituel funéraire des Anciens Egyptiens, publie 
@apres le Papyrus du Louvre, are reproduced by the photo-engraving pro- 
cess in fac-simile. M. de Rougé’s work was published at $26.00, and 
Lepsius’ book at $8.00, and both are out of print, and would cost much 
more to procure them now. 

In order that the mythology and symbolism of the Book of the Dead 
may be thoroughly comprehended, an account is given of the Religion and 
Mythology of the Ancient Egyptians, with chapters on Animal Worship, 
the Egyptian Pantheon, Symbolism of the Book of the Dead, etc. 

The size of the 99 plates will be 7 x 10 inches, and the book will be 
printed in quarto form, 9 x 12 inches, on superfine book paper, and bound 


in cloth. 
TABLE OF CONTENTS. 


1.—The Religious Beliefs of Primitive. V.—The Symbolism of the Book of the 
Peoples. Dead. 
I1.—The Religion of Ancient Egypt. Vi.—Translation of the Book of the 


Dead. 
111.—Animal Worship in Ancient Egypt. 
IV.—The Egyptian Pantheon. VII.—Index to all of the words contained 


in the Turin Papyrus. 
Subscriptions payable on delivery of the book. 


PUBLISHED BY 


G. P. PUTNAM’S SONS, 


27 and 29 West Twenty-third Street, 
24 Bedford Street, Strand, NEW YORK 
LONDON, W. C. 
A Prospectus sent on application. 


Third Edition now ready. Third Edition, Price, $6.00. 
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